
Minutes 

COVID-19 Response Team 

Video Conferencing  

Thursday, April 2, 2020 

7:30 a.m. 

 

 

PRESENT: Tim Soular, East Range Police Department Chief; Becky Burich, Hoyt Lakes City 

Clerk; Jeff Jacobson, Biwabik City Administrator; Becky Lammi, Aurora City Administrator; 

Amanda Gross, Mesabi East School Board; Laura Ackman, Essentia Health Northern Pines 

Administrator; Jodi Knaus, Town of White Manager 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. 

Tim Soular indicated there hasn’t been a lot of movement in the communities. However, there 

is a slight increase in psych/DUI calls. The call volume has gone down, but the severity has 

gone up. The ERPD is also working to check on elderly.  

Becky Burich has received questions from the Hoyt Lakes Librarian about providing services, 

despite the Response Team’s decision last week. The Team was in agreement that library 

services and the pantry wouldn’t continue through the stay at home order the Governor 

issued. There is a special council meeting tonight for some updates. 

Jeff Jacobson stated Biwabik, like the other communities, has received additional PPE. There 

hasn’t been a change to call volume. City Hall has received a few calls regarding utility bills; 

the Council/Utility Commission hasn’t made a determination on penalties this time. 

Staggering shifts is going well. All meetings will be held electronically going forward.  

Becky Lammi informed the team things are going well in Aurora. Flexible scheduling is working 

out, and there haven’t been any issues.  

Jodi Knaus indicated the Township has declared a state of emergency. Office staff are 

staggering shifts. All meetings will be held electronically going forward. 

Amanda Gross said the elementary distance learning is going well. There are some issues 

being worked out at the higher levels, especially with schoolology. There hasn’t been any 

official word about school for the remainder of the school year. 

Laura Ackman provided an update from Essentia Health Northern Pines. There have been no 

positives yet. The process has been worked through at the hospital in detail. She indicates 

there is an amazing team prepared for this event.  

 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 9, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. via Zoom. This is a 

closed meeting. 


